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COMPLETE LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1. (currently amended): A signal processing apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of input ports that receive signals from a plurality of external devices; 

a control signal transmitting d e vice that transmits control signals to the external devices; 

a plurality of output ports that transmit control signals to said plurality of external devices; 

a plurality of input channels to which signals are inputted from the external devices ar e input 
signals from r e sp e ctiv e on es of th e e xt e rnal d e vic e s associat e d with r e sp e ctiv e on e s of s aid input 
ports wh e n th e r es p e ctiv e on es of s aid input ports ar e conn e ct e d to th e r e sp e ctiv e on e s of th e 
e xt e rnal devic e s ; * 

a plurality of predetermined operating elements associated with respective ones of said input 
channels , said pr e d e t e rmined op e rating e l e m e nts b e ing capabl e of controlling th e e xt e rnal d e vic e s 
tran s mitting th e control signals from said control s ignal transmitting d e vic e; 

a conn e ction s tat e se tting d e vic e an input patch that sets connections between said input 
ports and said input channels; and 

setting means for setting correspondence between said input and said output ports; and 

transmission control means that performs, when any of said operating elements is operated, 
control such that the control signal is transmitted from the output port that correspond to the input 
port connected to the input channel that correspond to the operated operating element 

a control targ e t d e t e rmining d e vic e that det e rmin e s on e of the e xt e rnal d e vic es to b e 
controll e d by e ach of said pr e d e t e rmin e d op e rating e l e ments bas e d on th e conn e ctions se t by said 
conn e ction state s e tting d e vic e. 
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Claim 2 (currently amended): A signal processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said conn e ction stat e s e tting d e vic e input patch is capable of changing the 
connections between said input ports and said input channels^and 

wh e r e in in a first mod e , said control targ e t d e t e rmining devic e s e l e cts on e of th e e xt e rnal 
d e vic e s to b e controlled by e ach of said pr e d e t e rmin e d op e rating e l e m e nts bas e d on th e connections 
s e t by said connection stat e setting d e vice, and in a s e cond mod e , wh e n said conn e ction stat e s e tting 
d e vic e chang e s th e conn e ction s , said control targ e t d e t e rmining d e vic e s e l e ct s on e of the e xt e rnal 
d e vic e s to b e controll e d by e ach of said pr e d e t e rmin e d operating e l e m e nts, that was s e l e ct e d b e for e 
said conn e ction stat e s e tting d e vic e chang e s th e conn e ction s. 

Claim 3 (canceled) 

Claim 4 (currently amended): A signal processing apparatus according to claim 3 claim \, 
further comprising a display that displays a screen for prompting an output setting for each of said 
input ports when s aid control targ e t determining d e vic e s e l e cts th e e xt e rnal d e vic e to b e controll e d 
by e ach of said pr e d e t e rmin e d op e rating el e m e nt s. 
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Claim 5 (currently amended): A signal processing apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of input ports that receive signals from a plurality of external devices; 

a control signal transmitting d e vice that transmits control signals to th e e xt e rnal d e vic es ; 

a plurality of output ports that transmit control signals to said plurality of external devices; 

a plurality of input channels to which ar e input signals are respectively inputted from 
r e sp e ctiv e on e s of the external devices associated with respective ones of said input ports when th e 
r e sp e ctiv e on e s of said input ports ar e conn e ct e d to th e r e sp e ctive on e s of th e e xt e rnal d e vic e s ; 

a plurality of predetermined operating elements associated with respective ones of said input 
channels , said pr e det e rmin e d op e rating e lem e nts b e ing capable of controlling th e e xt e rnal devic e s 
transmitting th e control signals from said control signal transmitting d e vic e; 

a conn e ction stat e se tting d e vic e an input patch that sets connections between said input ports 
and said input channels; and 

setting means for setting correspondence between at least one pair of input port and output 
port and between at least one pair of input channel and output port; 

a mode setting device that selectively sets either one of a first mode in which one of the 
output ports from which the control signal is to be transmitted is determined on an input port basis 
and a second mode in which one of the output ports from which the control signal is to be 
transmitted is determined n an input channel basis; and 

transmission control means that performs, when any of said operating elements is operated 
in a state where the first mode is set, control such that the control signal is transmitted from the 
output port which is made to correspond to the input port connected to the input channel 
corresponding to the operated operating elements, said transmission control means performing, 
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when any of said operating elements is operated in a state where the second mode is set, control 
such that the control signal is transmitted from the output port which is made to correspond to the 
input channel corresponding to the operated operating element 

a mode s e tting d e vic e that s e l e ctiv e ly s e ts a first mod e in which on e of th e ext e rnal d e vic es 
to b e controll e d by e ach of said pr e d e termin e d op e rating e l e ments is s e l e ct e d bas e d on th e 
conn e ctions s e t by said conn e ction state setting device, and a s e cond mod e in which said input 
chann e l s ar e associat e d with arbitrary on es of th e e xt e rnal d e vic e s and on e of th e e xt e rnal d e vic e s 
associat e d with on e of th e input chann e ls corr e sponding to on e of the pr e d e t e rmined op e rating 
e l e m e nts that is op e rat e d is s e l e ct e d as an e xt e rnal d e vic e to b e controll e d by th e op e rat e d 
pr e det e rmin e d op e rating e l e ment . 
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.. Claim 6 (canceled) 

Claim 7 (currently amended): A signal processing apparatus according to claim 5, further 
comprising a display that displays a screen, and 

-wherein the display displays a screen for prompting an output setting for each of the input 
ports if said mode setting device sets the first mode a and displays a screen for prompting an output 
setting for each of the input channels if said mode setting device sets the second mode. 
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Claim 8 (currently amended): A computer readable medium containing a control program 
executable by a computer to control a signal processing apparatus comprising a plurality of input 
ports that receive signals from a plurality of external devices, a plurality of output ports that transmit 
control signals to said plurality of external devices; a control signal transmitting d e vic e that 
transmits control signals to th e e xt e rnal d e vic e s , a plurality of input channels to which ar e input 
signals are inputted from r e spectiv e on e s of the external devices associat e d with r e sp e ctive on es of 
said input port s wh e n th e r e sp e ctiv e on e s of said input ports ar e conn e ct e d to th e r e sp e ctiv e on e s of 
th e e xt e rnal d e vic e s , and a plurality of predetermined operating elements associated with respective 
ones of said input channels , said pr e d e t e rmin e d op e rating e lem e nts b e ing capabl e of controlling th e 
e xt e rnal d e vic e s transmitting th e control signals from said control signal transmitting d e vic e, the 
program comprising causing the computer to perform the steps of : 

a conn e ction stat e s e tting modul e for setting connections between said input ports and said 
input channels; and 

setting correspondence between the input ports and the output ports: and 

performing, when any of said operating elements is operated, control such that the control 
signal is transmitted from the output port that correspond to the input port connected to the input 
channel that correspond to the operated operating element 

a control target d e t e rmining module for d e t e rmining d e t e rmin e s on e of th e e xt e rnal devic e s 
to b e controll e d by e ach of said pr e d e t e rmin e d op e rating e l e m e nts bas e d on th e conn e ction s se t by 
said conn e ction stat e s e tting modul e. 



la-920658 



Application No.: 10/635,786 



14 



Claim 9 (currently amended): A computer readable medium containing a control program 
executable by a computer to control a signal processing apparatus comprising a plurality of input 
ports that receive signals from a plurality of external devices, a plurality of output ports that transmit 
control signals to said plurality of external devices a control signal transmitting d e vic e that transmits 
control signals to the e xt e rnal d e vice s, a plurality of input channels to which ar e input signals are 
respectively inputted from r e sp e ctiv e on e s of the external devices associated with respective ones of 
said input ports wh e n th e r e sp e ctiv e on e s of said input ports ar e connect e d to th e r e sp e ctiv e on e s of 
th e e xt e rnal devic e s , and a plurality of predetermined operating elements associated with respective 
ones of said input channels , said pred e t e rmin e d operating e l e m e nts being capabl e of controlling th e 
e xt e rnal d e vic e s transmitting th e control signal s from said control signal transmitting d e vic e, the 
program comprising causing the computer the perform the steps of : 

a conn e ction stat e s e tting modul e for setting connections between said input ports and said 
input channels; and 

setting correspondence between at least one pair of input port and output port and between at 
least one pair of input channel and output port; 

selectively setting either one of a first mode in which one of the output ports from which the 
control signal is to be transmitted is determined on an input port basis and a second mode in which 
one of the output ports from which the control signal is to be transmitted is determined n an input 
channel basis; 

performing, when any of said operating elements is operated in a state where the first mode 
is set, control such that the control signal is transmitted from the output port which is made to 
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correspond to the input port connected to the input channel corresponding to the operated operating 
elements; and 

when any of said operating elements is operated in a state where the second mode is set, 
transmitting control signal from the output port which is made to correspond to the input channel 
corresponding to the operated operating element 

a mod e se tting modul e for s e l e ctiv e ly s e tting a first mod e in which on e of th e e xternal 
devic es to b e controll e d by e ach of said pred e t e rmined op e rating e lements i s s el e ct e d bas e d on th e 
conn e ctions set by said conn e ction stat e setting modul e , and a se cond mod e in which said input 
chann e ls are associat e d with arbitrary on e s of th e e xt e rnal devices and on e of th e e xt e rnal d e vic e s 
associat e d with on e of th e input chann e ls corre s ponding to on e of th e pr e d e t e rmin e d operating 
e l e m e nts that is op e rat e d is s e l e ct e d as an e xt e rnal d e vic e to b e controll e d by th e op e rat e d 
pred e t e rmin e d op e rating e l e m e nt . 

Claim 10 (new): The signal processing apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: 
input port selecting means that selects the input port connected to the input channel 
corresponding to the operated operating element. 
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Claim 1 1 (new): The signal processing apparatus according to claim 5, further comprising: 
input port selecting means that selects the input port connected to the input channel 

corresponding to the operating element operated in a state that the first mode is set; and 

input channel selecting means that selects the input channel corresponding to the operating 

element operated in a state that the second mode is set. 
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